The people behind the papers - George Britton and Aryeh Warmflash.
Our understanding of many fundamental aspects of early human development is still in its infancy, but a promising avenue for research uses advanced in vitro culturing techniques. For instance, confining human embryonic stem cells to micropatterned substrates and directing differentiation with signalling molecules has proved a powerful system to mimic (and readily perturb) events usually hidden in the embryo. A paper in Development now applies this technology to the question of how the embryonic ectoderm is patterned into defined domains of progenitor cells. We caught up with first author and graduate student George Britton and his supervisor Aryeh Warmflash, Assistant Professor in the Department of Biosciences at Rice University in Houston, Texas, to find out more about the paper.